READING GROUP GUIDE
Where Are You Now?
By Mary Higgins Clark
Questions and Topics for Discussion
1. Carolyn has a dream about Mack, “following a shadowy
figure who was walking across a bridge. . . . I heard him
calling me, his voice mournful and troubled. Carolyn, stay
back, stay back.” (6) What do you think this dream means?
Why must Carolyn “stay back?” What does the bridge
symbolize?
2. What role does media exposure play in Mack and
Leesey’s cases? Does the media help or hinder the
investigation? The killer freely admits, “I like the
headlines.” (111) Why does he crave media attention?
What steps does he take to keep Leesey and Mack in the
headlines?
3. Aaron Klein observes, “Elliott can’t mention Olivia
MacKenzie’s name without getting stars in his eyes.” (56)
Do you think Elliott genuinely loves Olivia, or is his
affection another part of his false identity? Explain your
answer.
4. Carolyn confides in Nick about her mother, “Mack was
always her favorite. He did everything right. I’m too
impulsive for Mom’s taste.” (194) Do you think Carolyn is
right about her mother’s preference? How does this belief
fuel her determination to find Mack?
5. Chapter 21 reveals the mind of the serial killer for the
first time. What does the murderer’s perspective add to
the novel?
6. Carolyn carefully chooses her outfits throughout her
investigation. In Martha’s Vineyard, for example, “I didn’t
want to seem either overdressed or too casual. I wanted no
sense of being Mack’s little sister when I saw Barbara.”
(228) Why are appearances important to Carolyn? How
are they crucial to Elliott, too?
7. Why does Barbara hide her son’s paternity? Do you find
her motives selfish or reasonable? After confronting
Barbara about Mack’s son, Carolyn and Olivia agree “to
wait until he is older to tell him the truth.” (288) Why do
they consent to Barbara’s request? What is the appropriate
age for this revelation?

8. Carolyn reveals at the end of the novel, “Nick and I were
married three months ago.” (289) How are Nick and
Carolyn compatible? What, if anything, makes them an
unlikely couple? Do you think Olivia MacKenzie approves
of her new son-in-law? Why or why not?
9. While you were reading, who was your first suspect in
Leesey’s kidnapping? Did you switch to a different suspect
over the course of the novel? Were you surprised when the
murderer—and his uncle—were finally revealed?
10. “Love or money . . . That’s what Lucas Reeves said were
the causes of the majority of crimes.” (265) What is the
cause of the crimes in Where Are You Now?—love or
money? Or both?
Enhance Your Book Club
1. Mary Higgins Clark reveals how she gets her ideas: “I
read an article in a newspaper or magazine, and for some
reason it sticks in my mind.” (vii) Find an unsolved
mystery in the newspaper and answer the same three
questions Mary Higgins Clark asks herself: “Suppose?
What if? Why?” Share an imaginary plot surrounding your
chosen mystery with your book club!
2. Print a copy of Shakespeare’s Sonnet 29, which Mack
recites on tape for his acting class with Esther Klein. Read
the sonnet aloud to your book group and discuss your
interpretations. The sonnet can be found here:
http://www.bartleby.com/70/50029.html.
3. Get inspired by Leesey Andrews, who loves to dance,
and take your book club to a local bar or club that features
live music. Dance the night away, but don’t get into a
stranger’s SUV at the end of the night!
4. On a map of New York City, plot some of the sites
from Where Are You Now?—Sutton Place, West End
Avenue, Thompson Street, 104th and Riverside, and the
district attorney’s office at 1 Hogan Place.
5. Check out the real estate section of the newspaper and
discuss the local market with your book club. Is it a good
time to buy up properties, as Derek Olsen did in the
1960s, or to sell them off, as he does at the end of the
novel?

